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The role of environmental health teams in Local Government

[bookmark: _GoBack]Environmental health teams within Local Government work to protect and improve the health of communities and reduce inequalities by addressing the environmental dangers which threaten our health and wellbeing.
They achieve this through advice and guidance, and the regulatory services they provide, in relation to legislation which aims to control these environmental risks, in the areas of
· the quality of air we breathe 
· the noise we are exposed to
· the land we grow our food and build on
· the safety of the water we drink
· the safety of the food we eat
· the conditions of the houses in which we live
· the safety of many of our workplaces and much more.
In all of these activities, environmental health officers will make use of the various tools available to them, which may be through engaging, explaining, encouraging and ultimately taking enforcement action when necessary.
Environmental health’s contribution to public health is unique because it is one of the few professions within Local Government whose role spans across the three main domains of public health – protection, health improvement and health care.   
The key to their success is that they deliver their work in collaboration with partners from
· local public health teams 
· across local public services and businesses
· other local authorities
· national policy and regulatory organisations including Food Standards Scotland, Health & Safety Executive, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Government and Health and Social Care Partnerships.
For more information about Environmental Health and for details about the Profession of Environmental Health Officer, go to The Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) website www.rehis.com.
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